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From your president, Bonnie Potter:
th

On Tuesday, November 5 we staffed a Voting Precinct
for the special election that was held for Assembly District
1. I served as Inspector, and we had an awesome team
with Don Anderson as Judge, and Becky Dunavent, Tom
Dunavent, Mona Anderson, Aaron Lonquist, Don Goard,
Nancy Goard, Greg Wilbur and August Anema as Clerks.
Staffing a voting precinct is a great fund-raiser for the
Council!
On November 11th we celebrated the Centennial of the
American Legion. The American Legion was chartered in
1919 and shortly after, a group of Auburn World War I
veterans decided to start up a local post. Named the
Richard W. Townsend Post #84 for US Army Pvt.
Richard Townsend of Auburn who was killed in action
in France on 9/27/1918, they met at an Auburn business in what is now called Old Town. A Placer Herald
newspaper clipping dated 11/1/1919 states “The Richard W. Townsend Post No. 84 American Legion is
making great preparations for the celebration of Armistice Day, November 11 th , in Auburn. A parade and
athletic exercises will take place in the afternoon followed by a grand ball at night.” Since being chartered
in 1919, the American Legion Post No. 84 has been
welcoming and supporting veterans from all branches
of our Armed Forces. Our Bartender, Court Bradbury,
Adjutant of Post 84 served as the Parade Grand Marshal! Our parade entry included several members
walking or riding in the convertible provided by David
Brown, or in the big red deuce and a half truck provided by Aaron Lonquist’s son in law! We also had our
Sacramento Sea Cadets and the Luther Burbank
NJROTC Titan Battalion marching with us!! We have
many veterans in our council and, on behalf of all of our
members, thank you for your service!
At our November meeting, we held our second annual
Silent Auction and Gold Bag Raffle. Thank you, Carol
Ann Hackley, for rounding up so many wonderful items
for us to bid on or win, and thanks also to your team of
helpers: Janelle Kershaw, Mona Anderson, June Meredith, Cynthia Johannes and Becky Dunavent! Everyone
had a great time and thanks to all who participated, we
raised over $2600 to support our programs!
December 7th marked the 78th anniversary of the attack
on Pearl Harbor. Navy League member Lou Conter received a hero’s welcome when he arrived in Honolulu …
water cannons, a red carpet and Navy sideboys were
there to greet him! Lou is one of only 3 remaining Arizona
survivors.

For the first time ever, our Council had an entry in the
Auburn Festival of Lights Parade on December 7th. The
big red deuce and a half appeared again, this time as a
big sleigh pulled by reindeer! You can see some photos
in this edition of the Bell.
Thank you to the many members who purchased
wreaths for the graves of our veterans buried in Auburn. I
don’t have a final tally yet, but to date our members have
purchased over 200 wreaths! The Wreaths Across America Remembrance Ceremony will take place on Saturday, December 14th at 0900 at the New Auburn Cemetery. Council member Paula Celick is the organizer and
deserves our thanks for her dedication to this program. I
look forward to participating again this year as the Master of Ceremonies, and I hope to see many of you there.
Another event happening on December 14th is the annual Army-Navy football game. Our Council and the American Legion Post 84 are hosting a viewing party at the
Auburn Veterans Hall with food and drinks available.
Doors open at 11 am and kickoff is at Noon. Please see
the flyer for more details of this fun event. (Go Navy Beat
Army!!).
Our annual Christmas Party will be held on December
16th and once again we encourage you to bring an unwrapped toy/gift to donate to the Salvation Army for distribution to the children in our area. During the meeting
the Auburnaires will sing Christmas carols and we will
install our 2019 Officers and Directors. I will continue as
Council President and congratulations to our 2020 Vice
President Don Anderson, Secretary Mona Anderson,
Treasurer August Anema, and Directors Becky Dunavent, Mike Holmes, Aaron Lonquist, Don Goard, Nancy
Goard, Greg Wilbur, Carol Ann Hackley and Janelle Kershaw. I look forward to working with all of you in the upcoming year.

And finally, I am sad to report that we recently lost two of
our long time members, Donald Gazzaniga and Shirley
Kessler. You will find their obituaries in this edition of the
Bell.
And, as always, let us take a few minutes each day to
remember our courageous men and women in uniform,
especially those deployed away from home during the
holidays, who are willing to risk their lives to protect our
way of life and our freedoms. Also, please remember
their family members for the sacrifices they make so that
their loved ones may serve. As we wrap up 2019, I wish
you a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy and Healthy
1
New Year!

Donald "Don" Alan Gazzaniga 1/3/1934 - 11/28/2019
Donald “Don” Alan Gazzaniga, 85, of Auburn, CA, passed away November 28, 2019. He is survived by his loving wife of 59 years,
Maureen Gazzaniga, his five children Jeanne, Daniel, Suzanne,
Kathleen, and Maria, two sisters, two brothers, 13 grandchildren and
13 nieces and nephews. Don was born in 1934 and grew up in Glendale, CA. He and his family moved to Loomis, CA in 1969. He was a
graduate of USC and former Officer in the U.S. Marine Corps. Don’s
many passions drove his career which included airplanes, flying, writing, painting, and photography. Don believed that "the most important
thing in life is to help others." In 1996, after being diagnosed with congestive heart failure, he wrote five low-sodium cookbooks with his
wife and created Megaheart.com, which grew to a following of 10,000
subscribers. Together they helped thousands live a better life. Services will be held Friday, December 13th, Newcastle Cemetery, 850
Taylor Road, Newcastle, CA. In lieu of flowers, remembrance donations may be made to the VFW (vfw.org), the Point Cabrillo Lighthouse (pointcabrillo.org) or a charity of your choice.

Shirley Berne Kesseler
Shirley Berne Kesseler passed away in Auburn California on Thursday September 26, 2019 one day before her 94th
birthday. Since she was born in Australia which is a day ahead of us, we say she lived 94 years. Shirley's husband
George Kesseler preceded her in death in 2005, after 61 years of marriage. They met at a dance at the USO club in
Sydney, George in the Navy and Shirley was the redhead that caught my dad's eye when he walked in. They went to
Washington' DC for a year where they had their son Bill and back to Australia where they had their daughter Christie
Jane. A year later they moved to Texas with family and then got a call from a Navy friend and moved to Roseville, California. We stayed a short time in Roseville and then moved to Auburn at the end of 1954. George had done refrigeration
for some businesses and ended up in the beer business, having Hamm's beer distributorship and eventually picking up
the Coors distributorship only for 35 years serving Placer and El Dorado counties. Shirley kept the house and worked in
the office doing the books for the whole time. Christie Jane attended kindergarten at Lincoln Way School downtown before changing over to Alta Vista, EV Cain, Placer and Sierra College. Bill did his schooling and went into the Navy before settling back here. We are a family who has always loved living in this beautiful foothill town. George and Shirley
leave behind Bill and Christie Jane; grandkids Kelly, Amanda and David and several great grandchildren.

New Placer County Veterans Services Officer, Derrick Oliveira
Placer County is pleased to introduce and welcome Derrick Oliveira. Derrick was selected from an exceptional pool of candidates to take over supervision of the Veterans Services Office in Rocklin. He will lead Placer
County’s Veteran Services program and outreach efforts as our new Veterans Services Officer. He is transitioning from his former post in Merced
County, while working in the Placer VSO, attending training and getting his
credentials transferred over the next few weeks.
Derrick entered the U.S. Navy right after High School in July 2000. He completed basic training and Hospital Corpsman (HM) Training in Great Lakes,
IL. Graduating in the top tier of his class, the Navy sent him to the Naval
School of Health Sciences in San Diego to complete a 13-month program
in Medical Technology. Thereafter, he was assigned to the clinical laboratory at Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune, NC. In support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), he was tasked with training junior technicians to become technical experts in field laboratory procedures. He was Honorably Discharged
from the Navy in July 2005 as a Hospital Corpsman Third Class. Following
his service, Derrick provided counseling to veterans as a pastoral care provider leading most recently to his
role as Supervisor and Acting VSO for Merced County.
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Birthday Celebrations!

Navy Birthday Cake Cutting October Meeting

Lou Conter Celebrates 98th Birthday
September Meeting

Marine Corps Birthday Cake Cutting November Meeting
Larry Yaggi (4th from left) 90th Birthday

National Remembrance Ceremony
at the New Auburn Cemetery
1040 Collins Dr., Auburn 95603
Saturday, December 14th, 2019 at 9:00 A.M.
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October 2019

Midshipmen from CMA Receive Mid of the Month Awards
MIDN Corey, MIDN Harrelson, LT Perry,
Don Goard and LT Allen

Unveiling of the Bonnie Potter Statue
August and Bonnie with Artist Douglas Van Howd

November 2019

Veterans Day 2019
Luther Burbank High NJROTC, Big Red Truck

Sacramento Sea Cadets Color Guard
Veterans Day Ceremony 2019

4

December 2019
HONOLULU, Hawaii (HawaiiNewsNow) - One of the last remaining USS Arizona survivors received a hero's welcome in
Honolulu on Tuesday. Water cannons greeted Lou Conter's
Hawaiian Airlines flight from Sacramento. The 98-year-old
California resident and his family will attend Saturday's ceremony to mark the 78th anniversary of the Pearl Harbor attack.
"I always come out to pay respect for the 2,403 men that were
killed that day, including 1,177 of my shipmates on the Arizona," he said. On December 7, 1941, Conter was a Quartermaster Third Class on the Arizona. After the bombing, he
helped with firefighting and rescue efforts. He also recovered
bodies from the battleship. A documentary and a book about
his remarkable life are now in the works.“To preserve the history of the greatest generation that we’re losing, and his story.
It was so incredible,” said Louann Daley, Conter’s daughter.
“Not only was he a survivor of the USS Arizona, but his career
in the Navy after that, being shot down twice.” When Conter
missed last December’s ceremony due to an illness, for the
first time, no survivor from the sunken battleship was at the
tribute.
On Saturday, he will be there for the annual event at
Pearl Harbor. Later in the day, his former shipmate, Lauren
Bruner, will rejoin their fallen comrades in the final interment
ceremony on the USS Arizona. "We're losing that generation
so quickly, and our younger generation needs to embrace the
history and realize what great men these guys were and women," said Warren Hull, who is producing a documentary and a book about Conter. "We have so many great
stories from that generation." The other two USS Arizona survivors, Donald Stratton and Ken Potts, have indicated that they’re no longer able to travel to Hawaii. Conter says he plans to keep coming to Hawaii each
year for as long as possible.

Festival of Lights Parade
Aaron Lonquist and his family were on site about 2 PM Saturday 12/7to allow enough time to put everything
together. They did not have the advantage of being able to assemble in shops, warehouses etc.
As Aaron said: “Good thing we had it all ready and under cover when the thunderstorm rolled through. Fortunately during the parade the rain was light....still miserably wet by end of parade.” You can't see it very well
but on each side of the truck bed is a 12 ft banner that reads: “Honoring those far from home in this season".
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Revised 1/1/2019

Officers and Directors
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director, President Emeritus
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Bonnie Potter
530-823-2820
Don Anderson
530-888-6710
Mona Anderson 530-888-6710
AugustAnema
530-823-2820
Mike Holmes
530-889-2780
Becky Dunavent 707-980-3089
Don Goard
530-906-3244
Nancy Goard
530-367-3549
Carol Ann Hackley 916-253-7565
Janelle Kershaw 916-698-1419
Aaron Lonquist
530-885-1114
Greg Wilbur
530-305-3142

BonnieBBP@aol.com
25eagle@wavecable.com
rlanderson@wavecable.com
fairwindsalpacas@aol.com
auburnmike95@gmail.com
rebecca.dunavent@gmail.com
dongoard@reagan.com
dongoard@reagan.com
tchackley@yahoo.com
topaz39@sbcglobal.net
alonquist@gmail.com
gjwillbur5@gmail.com

Duties and Points of Contact
Bartender
Chaplain
Hall Set-up
Ticket Sellers/Hall Clean-up
Greeters
Cal Maritime
Sea Cadets/NJROTC/NNDCC
STEM
USS McCampbell
Fallon Clinic
Publicity
Telephone Tree
Legislative Affairs & Programs
Membership/Retention
Big Day of Giving Team Captain
Ship’s Bell, Website, Facebook
Veterans’ Hall Board
Veterans Advisory Council
Raffle/Silent Auction

Court Bradbury
Bruce Lundberg
Bonnie Potter/August Anema
Greg Wilbur/August Anema
Alicia Wilbur/Nancy Goard/Roberta McGuinn
Don Goard
Aaron Lonquist
Don Anderson
Bonnie Potter
Don Anderson
Mike Holmes
Mona Anderson/Don Goard/Bonnie Potter
Mike Holmes
Bonnie Potter
Alicia Wilbur
Bonnie Potter/Don Goard/Alicia Wilbur
Bonnie Potter/Don Anderson
Don Goard
Carol Ann Hackley

The Ship’s Bell is emailed every other month to
current members and other interested parties,
and it is mailed to those who do not have email.
Deadline for contribution of information is the
first Wednesday of Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, and
Nov. Contact Bonnie Potter at (530)823-2820 or
bonniebbp@aol.com with questions, comments,
information, or email address changes.

Please share this newsletter with your friends and
invite them to our general meetings. We meet on
the 3rd Monday of each month at the Auburn Veterans’ Memorial Hall, 100 East Street, Auburn.
Social Hour at 5:30pm, Dinner and meeting beginning at 6:30pm. Usual cost of dinner is
$15.00. Reservations may be made by calling
Bonnie at 530-823-2820.

Placer County Navy League
PO Box 6135, Auburn, CA 95604
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Placer County Council Community Affiliate Members

Placer County Council Navy League of the United States
www.placercountynavyleague.org

Our Council Activities Include:

About the Navy League of the US
The Navy League of the United States, founded in 1902
with the support of President Theodore Roosevelt, is a
nonprofit civilian, educational and advocacy organization
that supports America’s sea services: the Navy, Marine
Corps, Coast Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine.
The Navy League of the United States:

•

Enhances the morale of sea service personnel and
their families through national and council level programs.
• Provides a powerful voice to educate the public and
Congress on the importance of our Sea Services to our
nation’s defense, well-being and economic prosperity.
• Supports youth through programs, such as the U.S.
Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Junior ROTC and Young Marines, that expose young people to the values of our sea
services.

Placer County Council was chartered by the

Navy League on December 4, 1956. We are a 501(c)3
non-profit organization (EIN 68-0414086) and we currently have approximately 135 members located
throughout Placer and neighboring counties. We are
Citizens in Support of the Sea Services, which makes us
unique among military support organizations in that you
do not have to have served in uniform to be a member.

•

Monthly dinner meetings to keep us well informed by
hearing from knowledgeable speakers.
• Providing support to our two adopted units: USS
McCAMPBELL (DDG 85), an Arleigh Burke-class destroyer stationed in Japan, and Naval Branch Health
Clinic at Naval Air Station, Fallon, Nevada.
• Providing awards to California Maritime Academy
Naval Science Department students.
• Providing support to the Navy JROTC Unit at Luther
Burbank High School.
• Providing support to the Sacramento Sea Cadets,
and the Yuba Sutter Sea Cadets.
• Participating in the Auburn Area Memorial Day Ceremonies, Fourth of July Parade and Veteran's Day Parade and Ceremony.
• Providing support to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) programs in local schools.
• Supporting Wreaths Across America.
• Staffing a Placer County Polling Place to raise funds
for our activities.

Join now at www.navyleague.org.
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