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From your president, Bonnie Potter:
I am sorry to report that long time Navy League
life member Wayne Summers passed away on January
18, 2019 after a long illness. Please keep his wife Delores, also a longtime life member in your thoughts and
prayers. You will find his obituary on the next page which
includes information about the Celebration of His Life.
Our Council has a lot going on in support of the
sea services and our youth programs. On February 16th
the USS Tulsa was commissioned in San Francisco, and
March 2 marked the commissioning of the U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Robert Ward, both events that we supported with a $250 donation each. They were wonderful ceremonies and our support was greatly appreciated. I was
delighted to sit and chat with Robert Ward’s son and
grandson at the Ward ceremony! On March 10th the Sacramento Sea Cadets and Training Ship California will hold
their annual inspection and on behalf of our Council, Aaron Lonquist will present Theodore Roosevelt awards to
the Sea Cadet of the Year and the Navy League Cadet of
the Year. He will present Theodore Roosevelt awards to
the Sea Cadet of the Year and Navy League Cadet of the
Year on March 24th when the Matthew Axelson Division
and Training Ship Randy Goodman have their annual
inspection.
Our March 18th dinner meeting will focus on the
youth programs that we support, and we will have leadership and cadets from both of our Sea Cadet units, and
Luther Burbank NJROTC, and the OIC/AOIC and midshipmen from California Maritime Academy. We will also
have kids from EV Cain present demonstrations of the
robotic kits that they obtained and built with our support.
On March 26th we will once again staff a polling
location for the upcoming special election. This is a great
fund-raising opportunity for us, and I thank Don Anderson
for serving as the Judge, and Mona Anderson, August
Anema, Becky and Tom Dunavent, Roberta McGuinn,
Aaron Lonquist, Carol Ann Hackley, Marlow Skar, Janelle
Kershaw, Liz Marrin and Don and Nancy Goard for serving as clerks.
The Pacific Central Region Meeting will be held
here in Auburn on April 26-27th at the Douglas Van Howd

studio. Meeting details can be found on Page 7. I appreciate all the work done by Don and Mona Anderson in
planning the event.
April will see the end of the school year for the
students at the California Maritime Academy. CMA is
preparing for spring Commencement for the Class of
2019, and the Commissioning and Awards Ceremony
which will be held on Saturday, May 4th. Don Goard, on
behalf of our Council will present the John Paul Jones
Award to honor the graduating midshipman choosing
active duty service who emulates the qualities of a naval
officer as described by John Paul Jones.
May 2nd is the Big Day of Giving, and this is the
third year that our Council will participate in this huge
fund-raising event. Donations are put towards our Sea
Cadet units and this year we have increased our financial support to both the Sacramento Division and the
Matthew Axelson Division of the Sea Cadet thanks to
your generosity last year. I hope you will visit
www.bigdayofgiving.org and schedule your donations for
Placer County Navy League and other charities of your
choice. Thank you, Alicia Wilbur, for being our Team
Captain!
And, as always, let us remember the courageous
men and women of all our Services who put their lives in
harm’s way every day, whether at home or abroad, in
defense of our freedom.
I wish you all a very happy and healthy spring.
Bonnie
Important Information Regarding
Dinner Reservations

•

W e need an accurate head count
for our caterer so she knows how
much food to prepare.

•

W e pay the caterer for the number
of meals that we order, whether
you show up or not.

•

If you RSVP yes, and then your
plans change, please call Bonnie at
530-823-2820 as soon as possible.
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Wayne J Summers (1932 - 2019)
Wayne J. Summers went to be with the Lord January 18, 2019 after a long illness.
He was born in Arapaho Colorado to Wilber J. & Mildred Mae Summers February
19, 1932. He was proceeded in death by his parents and sisters, Nadene Badget
(Ernie) WA, Norene Harker (John) CO and loving step son Dale Stewart (Joy) CO.
Wayne is survived by his loving wife Delores; son Bruce Summers (Susan) SC;
daughter LeeAnn Bailey (Meade) So. Cal, stepson Dan Stewart (Caroline) CO; two
loving nieces, Jean Harker (Jim) AZ, and Joan Todd (Doug) KA. There are nine
grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. Of course, scores of lifelong friends.
Wayne proudly served the U.S. Navy in Korea before attending and graduating
from Colorado A & M at Ft. Collins, CO. He led an adventurous life, was into most
sports, political activities, and many service organizations. He achieved his life
goals with aplomb and never knew a stranger. Friendly, loving, giving was Wayne.
The family wishes to thank the Grass Valley Medical office of Drs. Kudlip Gill, Peter
Callahom, Kilkarney and Gary Glaze. Also the many loving and talented people at
Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital, the home nurses and home physical therapist.
Without you people, we would not have had that extra time with him.
The Summers family also want to thank the Northern California Veteran's Affairs
Clinics at McClellan and Matter Field for their special care.
The Celebration of Life will be held at Calvary Bible Church on Hwy 174 in Grass
Valley at 2 pm on April 27th. Reception to visit with pie and coffee afterward
(Wayne's choice). We are sure there will be many "Wayne" stories to share.

March Speakers

Our March meeting focuses on the youth programs that we support. We will have the OIC and AOIC from the Naval
Science Department of the California Maritime Academy with the Midshipmen of the Month for January, February and
March attending our meeting. Also attending will be the Senior Naval Science Instructor from the Luther Burbank Navy
Junior ROTC program which we co-sponsor with the Sacramento Council. We will also have the CO from the Sacramento Division of the Sea Cadets and Training Ship California and the CO from the Yuba Sutter Matthew Axelson Division of the Sea Cadets and Training Ship Randy Goodman, and I expect we will have some their cadets attending
too. And finally, we sponsor Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) activities at several schools and we
will have a demonstration of the robotics that some kids from EV Cain have built. This meeting is a wonderful opportunity to see the positive impact our Council has on these outstanding youth programs! We hope you will join us!

USCGC ROBERT WARD (WPC-1130) Commissioning March 2, 2019
The USCGC ROBERT WARD (WPC-1130) officially joined the fleet on
March 2, 2019 at a ceremony held at Yerba Buena Island. The Sentinel
-class fast response cutter (FRC) is the Coast Guard’s next generation
of patrol boat, The FRCs are used for a variety of missions including
search and rescue, counterdrug, migrant interdiction, fisheries regulations enforcement and homeland security. The FRC is 154 feet in
length, displaces 353 long tons and draws 9.5 feet of water. Its armament includes four crew-served .50-caliber machine guns and a remotely operation 25-mm chain gun. Twin fixed-pitch propellers powered by two 20-cylinder MTU marine diesel engines enable the FRC to
achieve speeds of more
than 28 knots. The Placer County Council sponsored the commissioning ceremony with a $250 donation. Robert Grattan Ward enlisted in the
Coast Guard and on June 6, 1944, his ship, the USS DICKMAN was
one of the transports involved in the invasion of Normandy. Ward
served as the coxswain of a landing craft in the first wave, landing at
Utah Beach. He successfully landed his craft and discharged military
troops despite heavy enemy opposition. Upon retracting from the beach,
he observed the stranded crews from two other landing craft whose
boats had been destroyed by mortar fire. Ward navigated his landing
craft back to the beach, took off both crews despite continued shelling
and returned safety with them to his ship. For his conspicuous gallantry
in action against the enemy, Ward was awarded the Silver Star.
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The Lincoln Veterans Memorial Coalition, Inc. has been formed
to raise funds for a veterans monument to be placed in Lincoln’s
McBean Park. Any veteran who has lived in Placer County may
have a tile placed at the Memorial at a cost of $150. They also
have designed a Memorial Coin which may be ordered for
$25.00. If you are interested in ordering a Memorial Tile or Coin,
please see the order form on the next page. The Placer County
Navy League presented a donation of $500 to support the construction of the Memorial at our December meeting.

Check for $500 presented by Council Board to the Lincoln Veterans Memorial Coalition

California Maritime Academy
Midshipman of the Month Awards
The Placer County Navy League presents Midshipman of
the Month Awards to students in the Strategic Sealift Officer Program at the California Maritime Academy. We
had three Midshipmen of the Month attend our December
meeting with the OIC, LT Kevin McKee and the AOIC, LT
David Perry. Don Goard serves as our Liaison to the California Maritime Academy.

Curtis Gant Recognized
Curtis Gant, a retired Chief Petty Officer, became
the Commanding Officer of the Sacramento Division of the Naval Sea Cadet Corps and Training
Ship California in July 2004. At that time they
only had about 7 cadets. Curtis successfully recruited both cadets and adult leadership, growing
the unit to over 150 cadets. He was so successful in his efforts that in 2015 they were awarded
the George S. Halas Trophy for the Outstanding
Combined Naval Sea Cadet Corps Unit and Navy League Cadet Corps Unit in the Nation. At our
December meeting we recognized Curtis and his
wife Darlene.

Help the Council When You Shop!
Do you shop on Amazon? If you log in at
Smile.Amazon.com instead of Amazon.com, you
can select Placer County Council of the Navy
League as the charity you support, and a portion of
eligible purchases will be donated to our council!
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Placer County Council Supports STEM Activities in Local Schools
Lego Robotics at E. V. Cain
The Lego Robotics Club at E. V. Cain Middle School
serves 20 students in an after-school, extra-curricular
program. The students use Lego Mindstorms robot kits
(some of which were generously provided by Navy
League donations) to design, build, and then program
robots to do a variety of tasks. Students can choose to
equip their robots with a variety of sensors, including
range-finding RADARs, rotation sensors, accelerometers, sound detectors, switches, and light intensity and
color detectors, and then use signals from those sensors to control the robot. For example, the robots can
be made to perform a robotic simulation of Sumo Wrestling, where 2 robots compete in a contest to try to push
the opposing robot out of a small ring. Robots which
detect their opponent can move toward the opponent,
flee from the opponent and attack from a different direction, or use tools or other techniques to try to defeat the
opponent.
One of the important lessons students learn is the value
of experimentation in the design of mechanical systems. The Lego components and programming language allow the students to rapidly try different designs
to determine which potential solution might work
best. Along the way, students learn important aspects
of mechanical, software, and system design, as well as
teamwork, planning, and design execution.

2019 Placer County STEM Expo
STEM Expo is a 501(c)(3) not for profit corporation
created to provide an innovative alternative to the
typical science fair. This free, one day event features
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
[STEM] as educational opportunities and viable career paths - showcasing elementary through high
school student-generated work - connecting students
with their community. STEM Expo enables students
to explore their interests and talents by offering eight
elective categories from which students can choose:
Infernal Contraptions, Intelligence & Behavior, Science Fiction, The Living World, Reverse Engineering
& Invention, The Physical Universe, Robotics & Computation, Things. Our Council was a $250 sponsor
and Don Anderson served as a judge.

In 2018, students competed in the RoboGames contest,
a Silicon Valley "World Series" of Robotics, against opponents from around the world. In 2019, E. V. Cain
students will be hosting the RoboInvitational, a competitive gathering of middle school students from around
Northern California.

STEM Expo 2019 Winners

Sea Cadet Winter Training at Camp Pendleton/Camp Marston
LTJG Black, the CO of the Sacramento Division of the Sea Cadets and Training
Ship California received the following email from one of her Navy League Cadets, Katelyn Guo: “Hello Ma'am, I really enjoyed the orientation at Camp Marston. The best moment of this was when Division 4, or my division got announced
as Honor Company. It was the moment when we realized all of our hard work
paid off and we had beaten all of the male divisions. But honestly, what I learned
the most at this camp is how to wake up early and also get a lot of things done
well in a timely manner. We were always timed and rushed to do each action,
and had to do each item well.
Something else that I learned at this camp was a lot of knowledge I needed to know in order to be a basic league
cadet, like the core values, rate and rank recognition, and lots of facing movements. This winter training was extremely fun for me and I hope to get more opportunities like this in the future! Thank you!”
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Navy League Region Meeting
April 26-27, 2019
Our Council will host the next Navy League Pacific Central Region meeting, and we have exciting things planned.
On Friday we will have a special tour of the DeWitt Museum led by Placer County Director of Museums Ralph Gibson. The Friday Meet and Greet will be held at Van
Howd’s studio with presentations by both Nancy and
Doug Van Howd about their art, and their exotic journeys
to Africa. During the meeting on Saturday we will hear
from Captain Sam Pecota of California Maritime Academy’s Training Ship Golden Bear. The Region Meeting is
an opportunity for Council Presidents and Navy League
members to network and learn from each other. To register, please see the meeting flyer on the next page.

Touch of Home and Placer County Council
Support USS McCampbell

USS TULSA (LCS 16)
COMMISSIONING 16 FEBRUARY 2019
The USS Tulsa (LCS 16) officially joined the active Navy
fleet on February 16, 2019 at
a ceremony held in San Francisco. An Independenceclass littoral combat ship
(LCS), she is the third ship to
be named for Tulsa. The LCS
is a modular, reconfigurable
ship and the Independence
variant is noted for its unique
trimaran hull and its large
flight deck. The Placer County
Council sponsored the commissioning ceremony with a
$250 donation.

McCampbell is an Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer forward-deployed to the 7th Fleet area of operations. We support them with Touch of Home packages
and Sailor of the Quarter and Year awards. CDR Allison
Christy is the Commanding Officer.

CDR Christy presents plaque to
BMSN Ellis, Bluejacket of the Year

CDR Christy and CTR2 Elder
Junior Sailor of the Year

Fran Ferry Celebrates 99th Birthday

CDR Christy and EM1 Prokop
Sailor of the Year

QM3 Summerour smiles as he
opens Touch of Home Box.

In January, Touch of Home shipped 14 boxes with socks,
jerky, candy and other items to individual Sailors on the
McCampbell, and 5 additional boxes were sent to the
Command Master Chief to distribute to those Sailors
most in need. Thank you Touch of Home for all you do to
support our troops!!
Our sincere thanks to San Francisco Bay Coffee in Lincoln for donating coffee, Crescent Sock Company and
Sam and Kelly of the Bombas Giving Team for donating
socks, and to the Rotary Clubs of Auburn, Lincoln and
Roseville for donating See’s candy to help make life better for our troops stationed overseas!

The Placer County Council helped Fran Ferry celebrate his
99th birthday at our January meeting and again at Solstice
Senior Living in Auburn. We look forward to celebrating 100!
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Revised 1/1/2019

Officers and Directors
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director, President Emeritus
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Bonnie Potter
530-823-2820
Don Anderson
530-888-6710
Mona Anderson 530-888-6710
AugustAnema
530-823-2820
Mike Holmes
530-889-2780
Becky Dunavent 707-980-3089
Don Goard
530-906-3244
Nancy Goard
530-906-3244
Carol Ann Hackley 916-253-7565
Janelle Kershaw 916-698-1419
Aaron Lonquist
530-885-1114
Greg Wilbur
530-305-3142

BonnieBBP@aol.com
25eagle@wavecable.com
rlanderson@wavecable.com
fairwindsalpacas@aol.com
auburnmike95@gmail.com
rebecca.dunavent@gmail.com
dongoard@reagan.com
dongoard@reagan.com
tchackley@yahoo.com
topaz39@sbcglobal.net
alonquist@gmail.com
gjwillbur5@gmail.com

Duties and Points of Contact
Bartender
Chaplain
Hall Set-up
Ticket Sellers/Hall Clean-up
Greeters
Cal Maritime
Sea Cadets and NJROTC
STEM
USS McCampbell
Fallon Clinic
Publicity
Telephone Tree
Legislative Affairs & Programs
Membership/Retention
Big Day of Giving Team Captain
Ship’s Bell, Website, Facebook
Veterans’ Hall Board
“A Touch of Home”

Court Bradbury
Bruce Lundberg
Bonnie Potter/August Anema
Greg Wilbur/August Anema
Alicia Wilbur/Nancy Goard
Don Goard
Aaron Lonquist
Don Anderson
Bonnie Potter
Don Anderson
Mike Holmes
Mona Anderson/Don Goard/Bonnie Potter
Mike Holmes
Bonnie Potter
Alicia Wilbur
Bonnie Potter/Don Goard/Alicia Wilbur
Bonnie Potter/Don Anderson
Roberta McGuinn

The Ship’s Bell is emailed every other month to
current members and other interested parties,
and it is mailed to those who do not have email.
Deadline for contribution of information is the
first Wednesday of Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, and
Nov. Contact Bonnie Potter at (530)823-2820 or
bonniebbp@aol.com with questions, comments,
information, or email address changes.

Please share this newsletter with your friends and
invite them to our general meetings. We meet on
the 3rd Monday of each month at the Auburn Veterans’ Memorial Hall, 100 East Street, Auburn.
Social Hour at 5:30pm, Dinner and meeting beginning at 6:30pm. Usual cost of dinner is
$15.00. Reservations may be made by calling
Bonnie at 530-823-2820.

Placer County Navy League
PO Box 6135, Auburn, CA 95604
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Placer County Council Community Affiliate Members

Placer County Council Navy League of the United States
www.placercountynavyleague.org

About the Navy League of the US
The Navy League of the United States, founded in 1902
with the support of President Theodore Roosevelt, is a
nonprofit civilian, educational and advocacy organization
that supports America’s sea services: the Navy, Marine
Corps, Coast Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine.
The Navy League of the United States:

•

Enhances the morale of sea service personnel and
their families through national and council level programs.
• Provides a powerful voice to educate the public and
Congress on the importance of our Sea Services to our
nation’s defense, well-being and economic prosperity.
• Supports youth through programs, such as the U.S.
Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Junior ROTC and Young Marines, that expose young people to the values of our sea
services.

Placer County Council was chartered by the

Navy League on December 4, 1956. We are a 501(c)3
non-profit organization (EIN 68-0414086) and we currently have approximately 135 members located
throughout Placer and neighboring counties. We are
Citizens in Support of the Sea Services, which makes us
unique among military support organizations in that you
do not have to have served in uniform to be a member.

•

Our Council Activities Include:

Monthly dinner meetings to keep us well informed by
hearing from knowledgeable speakers.
• Providing support to our two adopted units: USS
McCAMPBELL (DDG 85), an Arleigh Burke-class destroyer stationed in Japan, and Naval Branch Health
Clinic at Naval Air Station, Fallon, Nevada.
• Providing awards to California Maritime Academy
Naval Science Department students.
• Providing support to the Navy JROTC Unit at Luther
Burbank High School.
• Providing support to the Sacramento Sea Cadets,
and the Yuba Sutter Sea Cadets.
• Sending monthly Touch of Home packages to deployed troops.
• Participating in the Auburn Area Memorial Day Ceremonies, Fourth of July Parade and Veteran's Day Parade and Ceremony.
• Providing support to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) programs in local schools.
• Supporting Wreaths Across America.
• Staffing a Placer County Polling Place to raise funds
for our activities.

Join now at www.navyleague.org.
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