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From your president, Bonnie Potter:
As you know, the Navy League has three missions: to
enhance the morale of active-duty personnel and their
families; to inform Congress and the American public on
the importance of strong sea services; and to support
youth through programs such as the Naval Sea Cadet
Corps, and Junior ROTC that expose young people to the
values of our sea services. The Placer County Council
has been doing more than most councils to support those
mission areas for over 60 years!!

As I look back on our accomplishments for 2018, I am
delighted that we had the resources to do so much thanks
to those of you who continued your Navy League membership (we get a rebate from National for each Placer
Council member), purchased tickets at our monthly dinner
meetings, purchased tickets for our special Gold Bag Raffle, bid on our silent auction and who made financial donations to our Council, either directly or through Wreaths
Across America or the Big Day of Giving. We also appreciate the support of our three Community Affiliates, First
Foundation Bank (previously Community 1st Bank), TGH
Aviation and Chapel of the Hills. Thank you all so very,
very much!! Because of your support this past year we
were able to make awards to the Sacramento Division of
the Sea Cadets, and Training Ship California, the Yuba
Sutter Matthew Axelson Division of the Sea Cadets, and
Randy Goodman Training Ship, the Sailors of the Quarter
and Year from the USS McCampbell, and Sailors from
the Health Clinic at Fallon Naval Air Station. We awarded
scholarships to Matthew Axelson Cadets and supported a
Sacramento Sea Cadet who lost almost everything he
owned in the Camp Fire. We also awarded $100 each to
the Midshipmen of the Month at California Maritime Academy, and presented a Navy sword at graduation to the
John Paul Jones Award recipient. In addition we supported the Luther Burbank NJROTC Program, and the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) programs
at local schools. We made donations to support the commissioning of the USS Tulsa and the USCG Cutter Robert
Ward. We also made donations to the Auburn Veterans
Day Parade, the 4th of July Parade, the Lincoln Veterans
Memorial and the Placer County STEM Exposition. The
Touch of Home volunteers mailed 106 packages to troops
deployed around the world, and we supported Wreaths
Across America with the purchase of over 200 wreaths for
the two Auburn cemeteries. Thanks to the attendees of
our annual Christmas Party, we donated a huge pile of

toys for distribution by the Salvation Army to kids in our
local community. We had several members involved in
educating the public and our local elected representatives about the importance of our sea services, and we
also worked with the other area Veterans organizations
in planning wonderful Memorial Day and Veterans Day
Ceremonies, and we participated in the Fourth of July
parade, the Veterans Day parade, and the Wreaths
Across America Remembrance Ceremony. Given our
accomplishments, I’d say that all of us, as Placer County
Council members have much to be proud of this past
year!! Thank you so very much for your support of
our Council and our many activities!
This past year we enjoyed fabulous food at our monthly
meetings thanks to our caterer, Lisa Bloom. She has
made a decision to move out of the area, and we thank
her from the bottom of our hearts and wish her “Fair
Winds and Following Seas” as she continues her journey
in a new area. We welcome our new caterer, Chef Jan of
Catering by Design, and we look forward to working with
her. To avoid having to pay for meals for those who are
“no-shows” at our dinner meetings, I really need to
know of any cancelations no later than Sunday afternoon. We understand that your circumstances may unexpectedly change after you have made your reservation, so please call me at 530-823-2820 if you must
change your dinner reservation status!
As always, let us remember the courageous men and
women who put their lives in harm’s way every day,
whether at home or abroad, in defense of our freedom. I
wish each of you a very happy and healthy 2019.

Important Information Regarding
Dinner Reservations

•

W e need an accurate head count
for our caterer so she knows how
much food to prepare.

•

W e pay the caterer for the number
of meals that we order, whether
you show up or not.

•

If you RSVP yes, and then your
plans change, please call Bonnie at
530-823-2820 as soon as possible.
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Installation of 2019 Board of Directors

The Placer County Council Board puts together a Nominating Committee in September to recommend a
slate of Officers and Directors for the following calendar year. The election was held at our October dinner
meeting and this year our Officers and Directors fwere installed at our December dinner meeting. The Officers and Directors for 2019 are: President, Bonnie Potter; Vice President, Don Anderson; Treasurer, August Anema, Secretary, Mona Anderson, President Emeritus and Director, Mike Holmes; and Directors:
Becky Dunavent, Don Goard, Nancy Goard, Carol Ann Hackley, Janelle Kershaw, Aaron Lonquist and
Greg Wilbur. Installing the new Officers was Carey Barnecut, our Northern California Area President from
the Lake Merritt Council. We have a great team and we look forward to serving as your board in 2019.

January Speaker Lanelle Roberts Brent
As the oldest daughter of Documented Original Tuskegee Airmen, Col. George S. “Spanky”
Roberts, and Edith Roberts, founder of the TA Living History Team, she has been well educated in the history and exploits of the Black fighter pilots known as the Tuskegee Airmen, or Red
Tails.
Upon the death of her father in 1984, Lanelle’s mother, Edith, decided that the legacy of the
Tuskegee Airmen and, especially, of her husband should not be allowed to die. She formed the
Living History Team and, along with other Documented Original Tuskegee Airmen (DOTA),
started taking invitations around the state to speak to groups regarding the Tuskegee Airmen’s
history. For the last 15 years, Lanelle, along with her sister Leigh, would travel with their mother, assisting her in any way that she required. After their mother’s death, Lanelle took over the
family obligation of helping keep the legacy alive.

Lanelle has spoken before large varieties of groups, including military organizations, VFW groups, elementary
through college students and state, county and city organizations. Black History Month is an especially busy time for
Lanelle and her sister. With the original newspaper clippings from WWII detailing the exploits of the Black fighters
overseas and their struggles against racism here in the United States, it is an act of love by Lanelle and her family to
share these clippings and information with the world and continue the journey begun by her parents. While not a professional speaker, her presentations come from the heart and represent the pride and love she has for the Tuskegee
Airmen.
Our sincere thanks to Carol Ann
Hackley for putting together an
outstanding Gold Bag Raffle and
Silent Auction! Thanks to Carol
Ann and all of you who attended
our November meeting, we not
only had loads of fun bidding on
over 100 items, we made over
$2,000 to support our programs!
We can’t do all we do for our sea
services and youth programs
without fund raising, and the
Gold Bag Raffle and Silent Auction were a huge success!

Bonnie presents thanks to
Carol Ann Hackley

Bonnie presents thanks to
Alicia Wilbur

Our sincere thanks to Alicia Wilbur for serving on the Board of
Directors, and even more
thanks for serving as the Editor
of the Ship’s Bell for the past 5
years! As anyone knows who as
done a newsletter, it is a huge
job! Alicia still works full time for
Placer County, and she is now
also attending school, so we are
letting her off the hook for
awhile! But, she will still be our
Team Captain for the Big Day of
Giving and photographer!!
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Luther Burbank NJROTC Scores High in Annual Inspection
Luther Burbank NJROTC completed their annual inspection on December 13. Inspections are conducted either by the NJROTC Area 13
Manager, or an invited Guest Inspector on alternating years. This
years guest inspector was Capt Aaron Lonquist, USN (ret). The inspection was conducted in several phases including a detailed personnel inspection, demonstrated proficiency in armed and unarmed
drill maneuvering, a formal presentation of the Battalion to distinguished visitors and guests, a pass and review, and a cadet leadership briefing for the guest inspector. The overall evaluation of the inspection was outstanding, as presented to the Area 13 Manager.

Titan Battalion in formation for Pass and Review

Captain Lonquist & Command Master Chief Perez

Cadets uniforms, personal demeanor, and knowledge of General Orders and Chain of Command were evaluated critically, with only a few
minor discrepancies. Employment of the Color Guard was exceptional.
All drilling exercises were nearly flawless, with the cadet leadership
handling themselves with poise and confidence. A detailed briefing by
the Battalion leadership covered their many achievements with competitive color guard, drill, rifle, physical training, orienteering, academic,
cyber, and robotics team competitions conducted either in postal mode
or off site. Top performing cadets participated in the NJROTC Northwest Leadership Academy in Oregon, an essential training evolution to
prepare following year cadets for Battalion leadership positions.

Personal achievements in academics is noteworthy with 39 cadets on
the High School honor roll; six with GPA above 3.0, 15 above 3.5, 4
above 4.0 and 4 above 4.5 GPA. Six senior cadets have significant
post high school plans. Ramon Palacios Martinez will attend Sonoma
State University studying Sociology, Brianna Saephan is going to UC
San Diego to study Computer Science, Hiram Caldera and Mauricio
Villagomez are enlisting in the USMC, Ternal Taylor will attend
Cosumnes River College studying Agriculture and Devani Booker will
attend Northern Arizona University studying Political Science.
Titan Battalion Annual Military Inspection

Thank You Touch of Home from Camp Scorpion

Camp Scorpion

Thank you to everyone at Touch of Home, from
everyone here at Camp Scorpion for all your love
and support this holiday season. Thank you
Janelle and your team for gift wrapping the items
so Camp Scorpion could put the gifts under their
main conference room tree. Chris, 3rd from left, in
the photo on right, is a Marine from Placer County.
It takes over 3 weeks for care packages to reach
him at his post. Interestingly, Chris said coffee
creamer, as seen in photo in front of him, is one of
the hardest things for them to get.

Chris Thomsen, USMC

Placer County Council Navy League of the United States
www.placercountynavyleague.org
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Officers and Directors
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director, President Emeritus
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Bonnie Potter
530-823-2820
Don Anderson
530-888-6710
Mona Anderson 530-888-6710
AugustAnema
530-823-2820
Mike Holmes
530-889-2780
Becky Dunavent 707-980-3089
Don Goard
530-906-3244
Nancy Goard
530-906-3244
Carol Ann Hackley 916-253-7565
Janelle Kershaw 916-698-1419
Aaron Lonquist
530-885-1114
Greg Wilbur
530-305-3142

BonnieBBP@aol.com
25eagle@wavecable.com
rlanderson@wavecable.com
fairwindsalpacas@aol.com
auburnmike95@gmail.com
rebecca.dunavent@gmail.com
dongoard@reagan.com
dongoard@reagan.com
tchackley@yahoo.com
topaz39@sbcglobal.net
alonquist@gmail.com
gjwillbur5@gmail.com

Duties and Points of Contact
Bartender
Chaplain
Hall Set-up
Ticket Sellers/Hall Clean-up
Greeters
Cal Maritime
Sea Cadets and NJROTC
STEM
USS McCampbell
Fallon Clinic
Publicity
Telephone Tree
Legislative Affairs & Programs
Membership/Retention
Big Day of Giving Team Captain
Ship’s Bell, Website, Facebook
Veterans’ Hall Board
“A Touch of Home”

Court Bradbury
Bruce Lundberg
Bonnie Potter/August Anema
Greg Wilbur/August Anema
Alicia Wilbur/Nancy Goard
Don Goard
Aaron Lonquist
Don Anderson
Bonnie Potter
Don Anderson
Mike Holmes
Bonnie Potter/Deno Georgis/Mona Anderson/Don Goard
Mike Holmes
Bonnie Potter
Alicia Wilbur
Bonnie Potter/Don Goard/Alicia Wilbur
Bonnie Potter/Don Anderson
Roberta McGuinn

The Ship’s Bell is emailed every other month to
current members and other interested parties,
and it is mailed to those who do not have email.
Deadline for contribution of information is the
first Wednesday of Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, and
Nov. Contact Bonnie Potter at (530)823-2820 or
bonniebbp@aol.com with questions, comments,
information, or email address changes.

Please share this newsletter with your friends and
invite them to our general meetings. We meet on
the 3rd Monday of each month at the Auburn Veterans’ Memorial Hall, 100 East Street, Auburn.
Social Hour at 5:30pm, Dinner and meeting beginning at 6:30pm. Usual cost of dinner is
$15.00. Reservations may be made by calling
Bonnie at 530-823-2820.

Placer County Navy League
PO Box 6135, Auburn, CA 95604
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Army Navy Game Day: Army 17, Navy 10
Thanks to Don Goard,
Court Bradbury, and Wave
Cable, we were able to
host the Army Navy game
at the Auburn Veterans
Hall. A hot dog, potato
salad and chips could be
purchased for $2.50 and they were served by four of our
Sacramento Sea Cadets. Tips they collected will be used
to support their fellow cadet who lost everything in the
Camp Fire. Court had the American Legion bar open, and
popcorn was provided by Greg and Alicia Wilbur. Mona
Anderson made a cake to celebrate Alicia’s birthday and
Becky Dunavent brought cookies from the “Cookie Man”
Steve Lease. Thank you Dave Atkinson for making the
posters, and Smart and Final for giving us a price break
on the food. It was a great game and everyone had a
great time! Thank you everyone who participated!

Once again we
collected a huge
pile of toys and
other gifts for the
Salvation Army to
distribute to the
children in need
in our local area.
LT Jesse from the
Salvation Army
was truly overwhelmed by our
generosity. Thank
you to all who made a donation!! LT Jesse Salvation Army
The past few years we
have enjoyed wonderful
dinners at our monthly
meetings thanks to our
caterer, Lisa Bloom. She
is moving out of the area,
and we thank her for her
food and friendship, and
wish her “Fair Winds and
Following Seas” as she
continues her journey in a
new area.

USS McCampbell Steams into 2019

A US Navy tradition continued the night of December 31st
with a deck log entry from the USS McCampbell (DDG
85), one of the first ships to cross into 2019. McCampbell
is an Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer and is
forward-deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations
in support of security and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

Bonnie presents certificate
and gift to Lisa Bloom

Help the Council When You Shop!

Steaming alone over waters no trouble,
McCAMPBELL is ready to fight on the double.
With lights burning brightly above on the mast,
All engines standard, 16 knots going fast.
We cut through the waters below deep and blue,
Our course is 200, degrees true.
Our position is in the sea to the east.
Our stomachs are full from the grand midrats feast.
1 alpha, 2 bravo are turning each shaft,
Alpha power units move rudders back aft.
Numbers 2 and 3 are the paralleled GTGs
Material Condition is Modified Z.
Computer assisted manual is the steering mode,
So we can maneuver per Rules of the Road.
CO’s in her chair, she’s up on the Bridge,
We’re still left of track, we’ll come right just a smidge.
TAO down in Combat, monitoring aircraft and chats,
And EOOW in Central, stay vigilant Hellcats!
The year that’s behind us was challenging, yes, indeed,
But Ready 85 will always succeed.
We’re mighty, we’re strong, we cannot be rattled
In the year that’s to come we’ll stay RELENTLESS IN
BATTLE!

Do you shop on Amazon? If you log in at
Smile.Amazon.com instead of Amazon, you
can select Placer County Council of the Navy
League as the charity you support, and a portion of eligible purchases will be donated to
our council!
Do you shop at SaveMart? Sign up with the
escrip program and select Navy League as
the nonprofit you support, and up to 3% of
your purchases will be donated to our Council.
How to enroll in the escrip program: Go to
www.escrip.com and Click on “sign-up”. Follow the
directions … when they ask for School or Non
Profit, select Navy League of the US … that is
the Placer County Council! Follow the instructions
to register your phone number, and continue to
support the Placer County Navy League with your
SaveMart purchases.
If you have any problems signing up, please let
Bonnie know.
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Wreaths Across America
Once again our Council participated
in selling wreaths, and with your
help we sold over 200! Although we
sold more wreaths than last year,
total sales were down so we didn’t
have enough wreaths for all of the
veterans graves in the Auburn cemeteries. It is important to honor our
veterans, but this also serves as a
fund raiser for our Council since we
receive $5 for each wreath sold.
Our sincere thanks to all of you who
purchased wreaths!
Paula Celick presenting
certificate to Bonnie.

The following heart-warming story was submitted by Tammy Meredith:
This event is now in its 4th year in Auburn with Paula
Celick working hard every year to honor our vets. What
a beautiful event it was. I couldn't believe how moving. I felt so honored to be a part of it. This is my first
year as a volunteer. (and not my last).
I met some wonderful people, a B-52 Gunner from Korea. We discovered we knew some of the same people
and walked around together laying wreaths. We found
ourselves at a far corner of the cemetery when we ran
out of wreaths before we were finished. It bothered me
that many of the graves sites weren't going to be honored as planned.
I was working a 2 week gift wrapping fundraiser in Roseville later the same day. I spoke to one of the volunteers
& her husband Aaron Lonquist, a vet. Aaron was a pilot
in the Navy. He was stationed at NAS Whidbey Island
in Washington state. He flew the A3 Sky Warrior in Vietnam eventually transitioning to the EA6B Prowler flying in the Pacific & the Mediterranean onto multiple aircraft carriers for a total of 26 years service.
I explained to them what I had done that morning & that
we were a few wreaths short. Aaron offered to cut some
cedar branches off their trees for me. Christy offered to
make the red bows for them. We now had a plan.
I asked for enough for 12 wreaths. This is the count I
got when I walked the area.
The next day at the fundraiser, Christy showed up with
the branches wired together waiting to add the bows.
She made 12 beautiful red bows for them. Christy & I
wired the bows to the branches. The next morning on
my way to the fundraiser, I swung by the cemetery and

proudly pulled out the 12 wreaths only to discover I was
short by 10. Apparently I can't count!
Disappointed, I drove to my parents to visit before I headed to Roseville again. I mentioned to my Dad I needed 10
more wreaths. My dad, Robert O. Meredith, was an Airman 2nd Class attached to the Air Defense Command at
Kimpo Air Base in Korea (also known as K14) He was
stationed in Korea 1954-1955 in ground refueling. Dad
was able to cut some pine branches for me. I planned to
pick them up that evening on my way home from the
fundraiser. In the meantime, I let Christy know I was
short. Aaron had originally cut more cedar branches than
needed. We repeated the process, eventually putting together another 11 wreaths only this time they included
both cedar and pine, deciding
it wouldn't hurt to have an extra one.
The following morning I headed off to the cemetery again to
lay the last 10 wreaths only to
discover I did need a total of
11! As I laid all the wreaths, I
took a moment to apologize to the recipients for the delay. An incredibly satisfying feeling came over me as I
took one last look across the area with all the beautiful
wreaths now resting where they belonged.
I'm so thankful for the support I have from vets in my circle offering to do whatever it takes to honor our men and
women at such a moving event.
Thank you to all.
Tammy Meredith
Auburn Aviation Association
Civil Air Patrol Squadron 92

About the Navy League of the US
The Navy League of the United States, founded in 1902
with the support of President Theodore Roosevelt, is a
nonprofit civilian, educational and advocacy organization
that supports America’s sea services: the Navy, Marine
Corps, Coast Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine.
The Navy League of the United States:

•

Enhances the morale of sea service personnel and
their families through national and council level programs.
• Provides a powerful voice to educate the public and
Congress on the importance of our Sea Services to our
nation’s defense, well-being and economic prosperity.
• Supports youth through programs, such as the U.S.
Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Junior ROTC and Young Marines, that expose young people to the values of our sea
services.

•

Join now at www.navyleague.org.
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